
Decolonising Education for Peace in Africa 

AHEEN Integrative Social-Emotional-Learning for 
displaced youth

Developmental neuroscience insights confirm that for optimal development the human brain requires 
• social relationships
• emotional experiences and 
• cognitive opportunities. 

The quality of these relationships, experiences and opportunities shapes neurocognitive
development. In contexts in which any of these dimensions is severely impoverished, the overall
quality of learning is seriously compromised.

At AHEEN we focus on how displaced youth can best acquire skill sets that engage the whole
brain. When faced with challenges we identify the skills our learners need to overcome them and
embed these skills in our Integrative SEL module all AHEEN students complete over the course of nine
months.

We are proud to share this research brief that demonstrates how we applied our innovative
approach to the challenge of living together peacefully in displacement. Our results illustrate that
when we apply scientific principles to learning in displacement contexts and combine this with more
locally led approaches, both individuals and communities stand to benefit in a sustainable way and
become adaptive experts.

(USAID 2023)

https://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/2022-12/What_is_Locally_Led_Development_Fact_Sheet.pdf
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AHEEN SEL for peace – Methodology
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AHEEN SEL for peace – data collection
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AHEEN SEL for peace – highlights
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AHEEN SEL for peace – impacts/outputs
AHEEN SEL Curriculum Materials

Sports: 3 months of structured athletics training
Applied Arts: 3 months of Facilitation 
Theory, Evaluation + Reflection and a 
Practical Component: Project Planning + 
Delivery
Localised engineering: 3 months of community-
centered engineering with prototype 
development (power supply, IT labs, water 
management)


